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Altamont, Mo. Jan 6, 1921
Dear Ruth:

Your grandpa began to write his military history last week and will now

try and finish it upon as short order as I can. On the 1lst of March
1862 our Army evacuated Columbus, Ky. and fell back to Corinth, Miss.
(look at your map). Gen. Albert Ridney Johnston in command. I was sick

with chills and mumps and sent with some hundreds of others to hospital
at Grenada, Miss. (see map) and missed the Great Battle of Shiloh the 6
and 7 of April 1862, but was all through the siege of Corinth in which
many were killed and wounded. We finally fell back to Tupelo, Miss. on
the Mobile and Ohio R. R. and remained there till August when we were R
R around John Hoodsburn) to Knoxville, Tenn. via Mobile, Ala. across the
bay at that point then via of Montgowmery, Ala., Atlanta, Ga.,
Chatanooga, Tenn. and on to Knoxville, Tenn. Thence forward we went on
foot. On Aug. 30 1862 we fought the battle of Richmond, Ky. and whipped
them good and plenty. On Oct. 5 and 6 we found the Battle of
Perryville. It lasted about 1/2 a day. We slept on the battlefield but
fell bBack nextday @mad = = took up' our march back to Knoxville,
Tenn. From there we went to Murfreesboro where your great grandparents
were raised, and the last day of the year run as bloody a battle as was
fought. That day 42 of us went into battle 5 of us stacked arms that
night, 14 wounded, 8 killed and nearly all of them shot in 12 minutes
time, but we whipped them and took the battery.

Altamont, Mo. Dec. 28, 1920
To my granddaughter Ruth Herman

%
Dear Ruth: Your grandpa is now an old man but can remember things that
occurred over 50 years ago better than some that happened last week. 1k
volunteered in July 1861 and was mustered into service at Union City,
Tenn. I was in Co. J 12th Tenn. Regiment Infantry before the war was
over the 22nd and 47th infantry from the same county (Gibson) were
consolidated with us, but we still were numbered the 12th. Qur first
battle was at Belmont, Mo. on Nov. 7, 1861. I was sick in hospital and
left my bed, went up the river and saw the Regiment land on the Mo.
shore off the Steamer Charm so all I could do was to stand on the
Kentucky side in Columbus (see map) and watch the fight. The Miss.
River is one mile wide at Columbus but many minnies and lots of shells
came over. I had a dear cousin Davis Hall orderly Sergeant in the 22nd
Tenn. killed in battle that night. Our Regiment suffered terribly; our
co. had several casualties. We whipped the Yankees and they were glad
to get back to Cairo, Ills. 20 miles up the river (see Map). Well my
wrist hurts me ‘so J must rast.



Dear Ruth:

I will give you names and dates as far as I can remember of the
engagements I took part in:

Belmont, Mo. Nov. 7, 1861

Seipe of Corinth, April 1862

Richmond, Ky. August 30, 1862

Pereyville, Ky. Oct.: B, 1862

Murfreesboro, Tenn. Dec. 31, 1862

Chicamauga, Ga. Sept. 19-20, 1863

Missionary Ridge, Tenn. Nov. 25, 1863. We were shipped
T R S Resusic (?), Ga. about May 10, 1864

New Hope Church about MNay 15, 1864

Lost Mountain about May 15, 1864

Kenesaw Mountain, June 27, 1864

Atlanta on Peachtree Creek, July 20, 1864

Where I was wounded and never returned to the army.

With dove to all.
Your grandpa
Thoe. R Bord
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When I was 18 I listened to Andrew Johnson make a polltical ﬂp§§éh:
at Trenton, Tenn., and thought him the greatest orator in,;hgyyor}gy
Few men at that time could surpass him, During the Waripyhfavori;qgf
were the Great War Governor of Tenn. Isham G. Harris. We, loyed him _,
because he was good to us and was brave a man as ever rode gpto_Batﬁgb
and he was always on hand at every big battle. He was with us at Murphys-
boro and Chicamauga and served on the staff of the Commanding Gen.
o CER SRl
As I said in answers, Belmont was the only battle I eyer say __
because I was always to busy and there was too much smoke.tp see . '
anything. Richmond, Ky. on Aug. 30, 1862 was the next engagement after
the seige of Corinth. We (our brigade commanded by Gen., Preston Smith)
was detached:from Cheatham's division and sent into Ky. mymder Gen., E,
Kirby Smith. We started from Knoxville sometime about the 2nd of August
1862, flanked Cumberland Gap and struck the Yanks commanded by Bull
Nelson. They were very stubborn but we whipped them 3 times that day
and took the most of them Prisoners about night. I got an upfired rifle
on the battlefield, new shoes, blanket, socks, etc. On. . the morning
following the battle our brigade marched about 1/2 mile from where we
had bivouacked into a fine blue grass pasture, the 13th Tenn. being next
to the 12th. While stucking their guns under good sized tree a private
soldier looked and saw 5 Yanks, a sergeant and 4 men in the tree. [They
had roosted there all night. The reb yelled at them: "Come down out of
that tree. I know you are up there. I see your legs hanging down{”? or
course we all ran over to see the fun and joke the Yanks who proved to
be nice boys. The sergeant and I traded canteens, I trading a cedar
canteen for a Government one. We showed them the way to . Gen. Smithﬂq
headquarters and he paroled them.

The battle of Perryville, Ky. on the 8 of Oct. 62 was our next
battle. I will state right here that Kirby Smith's foot Cavalry could
and did when necessary march 50 miles a day. We did this more than once
and any Yprivate soldier could tell how far we marched for there was a
toll gate every 5 miles. The blue grass region of Kentucky and middle
Tenn. to my mind is the best country in the Good o0ld 01d U.S.A. Well,
at Harrodsburg on the 7 of Oct. our Maj. General Frank Cheatham visited
us. We had not seen him for months and were mighty glad to meet him
again. We surrounded him, gave him a rousing cheer and he waved his cup
and began to cry. We called on him for a speech and he said "You all
kpow I can't make a speech. You are all my children” while the tears
rolled down his cheeks. We loved Gen. Cheatham, feared Gen. Bragg and
almost worshiped Joseph E. Johnston but I must make this report short.

Berryville was a battle. Our brigade got there about 4:30
p.m. and double quick we from the center to the extreme right then
back to the extreme left. During the whole time the Yankee batteries
shelled us, although we lost but few men. The other brigades of
Cheatham's division suffered quite a loss. We slept on the battlefield
and Bragg as usual fell back next day and after a few days we went on
that long hike back to Knoxville.

The battle of Murfreesboro on the 31 of Dec. 1862 was one bf the



fiercest and bloodiest we took part in. Our brigade charged through an
open field for 1/2 mile. I stepped out of line before the order to
charge and counted the men in our company who carried guns. There was
) of us.: We lost 22 in the l1st charge, 9 wounded, 3 kilied and 5 of us
only stuck some together that night. We charged twice more that day,
held the field 48 hours, then retreated. Bragg was still in command.

We quietly marched in good order to Shelbyville, Tenn. We took no part
in the fight that Gen. Breckenridge made on Jan. 2, 1863. Someone had
blundered.

And now I will give one or 2 incidents which may be of interest to
some one. On Nov. 25, 1862 at Missionary Ridge Grant's army advanced.
About 4 p.m. a brigade on our right (not Tennesseeans) threw their guns
and everything else they had away and stampeded. That forced us to
change our allignment as the Yanks were coming up in Y4 ranks, colors at
the FPront- I was feeling fine because they were out of breath, could
not run and all they cared for was to get through the 1/4 mile Gen. D.'s
brigade had left for them. We killed them by hundreds. I sHot at a

color bearer. He fell to the ground. The colors were caught before
they reached the ground until 5 color bearers were killed. All at once
our fellows fell back. I looked around; the Yanks had surrounded us
with the exception of about 100 yards. Just then I met our Ad].

Lieut Jones. He gaid “"Boys, the Yanks are crowding us. 100 of you come
and fire them a volley," and then calling me by name: "Dick, I know

you. Come, of course.” We fire them a volley at-20 feet but it held
them but a few moments. Then and there I done the fastest running I

ever did. I will say that most of the 100 who fired that volley were
captured or killed.

I hope you will make due allowances for an old nervous cripped reb.

Thos. R. Ford
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